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A publication of the Abel Pregnancy Resource Center:  A place of hope for those making pregnancy decisions  

 

Ashley * called the pregnancy center to 

make an appointment for a pregnancy test 

and to talk about her pregnancy options.  

She was undecided about whether to contin-

ue her pregnancy or have an abortion.  One of our staff members scheduled her within a couple of days. 

 

On the day of her appointment, Ashley received a pregnancy test which showed positive and welcomed an op-

portunity to consult about her situation with one of our patient advocates and nurses.  Our staff was soon to be 

surprised by what Ashley was about to tell them.  During the conversation that ensued, Ashley shared that before 

coming for her appointment, she had gone onto our website and watched the video, Abortion or Baby:  Before 

You Decide.  She said that after watching the video on the website, she couldn’t have an abortion.  As a result of 

making a decision to continue her pregnancy, she was now interested in enrolling in 

the Earn While You Learn educational program to prepare for motherhood.  We are 

so thankful to God for giving us an online presence that is being effective in saving 

lives. 

 

The timing of Ashley’s story couldn’t have been 

better.  Just a couple of days prior to her appoint-

ment, our staff was analyzing some statistics that we 

had requested and received from the Health Statis-

tics Center, a division of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human 

Resources.  What we saw really surprised us.  From 2015 to 2016, the number 

of Mercer County residents having abortions in West Virginia dropped dramati-

cally from 66 to 38.  As we pondered the factors that might have contributed to 

this significant drop in abortions, we remembered that in 2015, we launched our 

new client website, www.abelcenter.org.  Later that year, the video that Ashley 

watched was uploaded to the site.   

 

After hearing Ashley’s story and seeing the statistics from the Health Statistics 

Center, we are convinced that God is using our online website presence to make 

a big difference in the pregnancy decisions being made by women in our com-

munities.  Because of this, our hearts are deeply encouraged and filled with joy.  

For all who share in this ministry, you also share in this joy!  Praise God, who is 

able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine...  Ephesians 3:20 

Mercer County Resident Infor-
mation 

    

Year Abortions* 

2015 66 

2016 38 

    

*Those that were performed 
in WV only.  Any abortions to 
a Mercer County resident 
performed outside of WV is 
not available. 
Compiled by the WVDHHR 
Health Statistics Center 

Abortion or Baby:  Before You Decide 

* name changed to protect her privacy 
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We were so blessed 

this summer by two 

church mission 

teams—one from Win-

stanley Baptist Church 

in Fairview Heights, 

Illinois and the other Grand Strand Baptist Church in Myrtle 

Beach, SC.  Heaven Sent Ministries in Princeton, WV host-

ed the teams and scheduled them to spend a day serving us 

at the pregnancy center.  They spread mulch, cleaned, beau-
tified the front porch with new and refur-
bished furniture and plants, cleaned out the 
culvert, constructed new access doors to the 
crawl space under the facility, pruned shrubs 
and cleared the hillside behind the center. 
and pressure washed and stained the front 

porch and side ramp.  In addition to all of this, 

the team from Myrtle Beach, which consisted 

of a lot of young people, held a car wash fund-

raiser at O’Reilly’s Auto Parts in Princeton.  

The public generously donated $315 which 

the team presented to us on August 4th. 

 

The Ultrasound Room Upgrade Campaign is now complete!!  Thanks 

to the Skewes Family Foundation, the Hugh I. Shott, Jr. Foundation and 

a number of our supporters, we were able to purchase and install our 

new exam table and ultrasound machine and to train our nurses in the 

use of it.  The room has been completely re-decorated and freshly paint-

ed.  Our patients have commented on how much they like the new look.  

Most importantly, the resolution and clarity of the ultrasound images we are now getting is far superior to what 

we were able to get on our previous machine.  This is critically important not only for our doctor who reads 

the scans but also for our patients who are making decisions about their pregnancy and seeing their baby for 

the very first time.  We are so grateful to all of you who played a role in providing us with the resources we 

needed to give our patients a comfortable and informative environment. 

 

Presentation of car wash donations 

Staining the ramp entrance 

Refurbishing the porch swing 

New access door 

Cleaning out the Culvert 
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Here’s how I would like to show my support  Summer/Fall 2017 

 

□ Pledge Monthly $________________________ □ Share a One-Time Gift  $_____________________ 

□ Be a Corporate Sponsor of this year’s Trail Run/Walk for Life ($300)  $____________ 

□ Share in the one of these costs:  Marketing:  □ display board; □ table cover; □ brochures  

□ give-aways  ●  upgrade client areas:  □ furniture; □ carpet  $______________________ 

 

Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Corporate Sponsor Business Name: ____________________________________________ 

    (as you would like it to appear on event T-Shirt) 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________State: ___________ Zip: ___________ 

Phone________________________E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Phone:  304.325.2000 

E-mail:  info@abelcenter.org 

Web:  www.friendsofabel.org 

 

friends of abel prc 

Between March 1 and May 28, there were 65 households who shopped at Kroger re-

sulting in a $770.67 donation from the store to us!!  This is a 14 household increase 

from the previous quarter, which means that we are just 35 households away from 

reaching our goal of 100!!  We are really excited that so many of you are swiping your 

Kroger Plus Card in support of the Abel PRC.  What a blessing you are to us!  If 

your Kroger Plus Card is not yet linked to us, then please go to our website (www.friendsofabel.org) and follow the link 

to set up an account.  When you link your Kroger Plus card to the Abel Crisis Pregnancy Center, you will become one 

more household supporting the Abel PRC by simply swiping your Kroger Plus Card.  

...supporting the Abel PRC is as easy 
as swiping your Kroger Plus Card! 
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— Praise God for giving us a presence in the online 
community and for decisions that are being made 
to continue pregnancies because of it!! 
— Pray for expectant and new parents as they ad-
just to parenthood and life with a newborn. 
— Praise and prayer for a couple of women who 
are pursuing volunteer roles at the center.  Pray for 
God to send more volunteers to us. 
—Pray for the upcoming Trail Run/Walk for Life 
—Pray for a volunteer recovering from surgery 

—We praise God for each friend of this ministry!! 

1) We are looking to update our client services areas by replacing the well-worn and 
outdated furniture (most pieces are 17-23 years old).  If you are a business or individu-
al interested in donating new or VERY gently used contemporary furniture (or making a 
monetary donation toward the cost), you can let us know by emailing us at in-
fo@abelcenter.org, messaging us on Facebook or simply giving us a call. 

2) Replacement of buckling carpet in a hallway, an office and a counseling/meeting room ($1,500). 
3) As we participate in community events and visit area schools and colleges, it is so important that the Abel Preg-

nancy Resource Center makes a good impression with marketing tools, i.e. a display board ($200-$400), table 
cover ($225), attractive brochures ($300) and imprinted give-aways ($450).  Let us know if you can help. 

4) Baby items:  diaper bags, newborn diapers, nail clippers, infant car seats, pack ‘n plays, cribs, and baby wash. 

 

We’d like to send out a special “Thank You!!” to everyone that 

supported this year’s Master’s Open Golf Tournament—
especially the 80 golfers who collected sponsors and raised funds; 

Fincastle on the Mountain for generously hosting it; our hole spon-

sors; all who financially gave; and our corporate sponsors:  Rich-

wood Self Storage; Kimberly’s Greenhouse at Pisgah; Dr. Lori 

Tucker; Dr. Tara Mitchell and Custom Software Solutions. 
Trail Run/Walk for Life 2017  ●  Saturday, October 21 

Bluefield Recreation Department  ●  Register at www.friendsofabel.org 


